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New South NOTES 











In September, 1955, New South 
quoted a pro-segregationist minister 
who said, “Thomas Jefferson summed 
up a great truth when he wrote ‘God 
created all men free and equal.’ 
There is no inferior race nor is there 
a superior race. There is no Master 
Race. In God’s sight there is no dif- 
ference between men... .” 

On this point we agree with the 
minister although we differ with him 
on his pro-segregation views. New 
South presented the quote by the 
minister along with evidence com- 
piled by scientists to refute the grow- 
ing claims of racist groups that the 
Negro is inferior as a race. 


We think that the available facts 
long have refuted claims of racial 
superiority, but the shouts from the 
resistance groups grow stronger each 
month and the superiority claims are 
building up as did Hitler’s thesis of 
a master race. Occasionally, a voice 
with stronger propaganda value is 
added to the hue and cry. 


And despite the fact that reputable 
scientists have disputed the theory of 
inferiority and superiority of races, 
propaganda of this type receives 
wide publicity today especially in 
the South. 


New South this month presents 
material from leading scientists on 
the subject and the statements of 


their findings speak for themselves. 





Contributions to the Southern Regional Council are tax-exempt. 











Refuting the Myth 


Despite the fact that the preponder- 
ance of reliable scientific evidence is 
against them, pro-segregationists recent- 
ly have revived the old myth of racial 
inferiority. 

Few persons today doubt that this 
thesis is indeed a myth, and even some 
of the pro-segregationists admit that 
claims of inherent racial superiority are 
not supported by the existing evidence. 

But the propaganda demands of the 
resistance groups calls for the use of 
any devices that might possibly slow 
the democratic processes, regardless of 
how baseless the devices are or how 
often they have been exploded. 

Science, of course, tells us that all 
mankind has the same origin and that 
basically the physical makeup of all 
races is the same. Scientists also tell us 
that the ranges of physical and intel- 
lectual differences vary more among 
members of the same race than be- 
tween the races and that race should 
not be a consideration in educational 
facilities. 


Clearly, the test of a person should . 


be individual traits rather than color. 
The Washington, D. C., school officials 
recognize this fact, and recently they 
instituted a four-track system whereby 
a student will be taught with other stu- 
dents who have similar abilities. Trans- 
fers may be made from one track to 
another depending on the progress of 
the individual student. And it should be 
emphasized that all tracks in the D. C. 
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of Racial 


Superiority 


school system are made up of children 
of both races. 

All of the racists’ papers are reviving 
the old Hitlerite theory of the “master 
race,” and they are reaching everywhere 
for additional propaganda for their 
“hate” mills. Their supply of propa- 
ganda occasionally has been boosted by 
a figure from the academic world. 

The most recent example of cloaking 
the inferiority myth with “respectabili- 
ty” from the educational world is an ar- 
ticle by F. C. J. McGurk, associate pro- 
fessor at Villanova University. Mr. Mc- 
Gurk’s article, printed in U. S. News 
and World Report and given wide pub- 
licity in Southern dailies and desegrega- 
tionists’ papers, is written in vague ter- 
minology; but the general thesis is that 
the Negro as a race has not gained on 
the white race in learning ability. 

Mr. McGurk’s theory has been an- 
swered effectively by leading scientists. 
although these answers did not receive 
the same light of day from the South- 
ern press as did the original charges. It 
should be sufficient to note here that 
Mr. McGurk reported that he wrote the 
article some years ago and tried unsuc- 
cessfully for four years to get it print- 
ed in a scientific journal. If the article 
is scientifically sound, why this rejec- 
tion from the world of science? 








In connection with the process of 
school desegregation and the difficul- 
ties with which it has been accompanied 
in certain areas, the question has again 
arisen as to the existence of innate dif- 
ferences in intelligence between Negroes 
and Whites. The present statement is 
directed to that question. Those who 
have signed it are not on this occasion 
taking sides with regard to the problem 
of desegregation as a whole, nor with 
the manner or the rapidity with which 





This statement was signed by 18 prom- 


inent social scientists, most of them mem-. 


bers of the American Psychological Asso- 
ciation. They include Prof. Otto Kline- 
berg, Columbia University; Prof. Theo- 
dore Newcomb, University of Michigan; 
Dr. Gardner Murphy, Menninger Foun- 
dation; Prof. Nevitt Sanford, Vassar 
College; Prof. Robin Williams, Jr., Cor- 
nell University; Prof. David Krech, Uni- 
versity of California; Prof. Jerome Bru- 
ner, Harvard University; Prof. Allison 
Davis, University of Chicago; Prof. Dan- 
iel Katz, University of Michigan; Prof. 
Anne Anastasi, Fordham University; 
Prof. Stuart Cook, New York Univer- 
sity; Prof. Isidor Chein, New York Uni- 
versity; Prof. Marie Jahoda, New York 
University; Prof. Kenneth Clark, Col- 
lege of the City of New York; Prof. 
Bingham Dai, Duke University School 
of Medicine; Proj. Irving Lorge, Teach- 
er’s College, Columbia University; Prof. 
Solomon Asch, Swarthmore College; 
and Dr. David Rapaport, Austen Riggs 
Foundation. 
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Classification 


on 


Individual 
Merit 


it should be accomplished. They are for 
the moment concerned only with the 
facts and conclusions accepted by sci- 
entists with regard to racial compari- 
sons in inborn intellectual capacity. 

A number of years ago, at a time 
when Nazi race theories were receiv- 
ing much publicity, several scientific 
organizations placed themselves om rec- 
ord as opposed to the conclusion that 
race was a determiner of innate psy- 
chological characteristics; their position 
was that no such relationship had ever 
been scientifically demonstrated. These 
organizations included, among others, 
the American Anthropological Associa- 
tion (in 1939) and the Society for the 
Psychological Study of Social Issues, a 
division of the American Psychological 
Association (in 1938). More recently 
(in 1950) a group of distinguished so- 
cial scientists meeting in Unesco House 
in Paris issued a Statement on Race 
which reads in part as follows: 

Whatever classification the anthro- 
pologist makes of man, he never 
includes mental characteristics as 
part of those classifications. It is 
now generally recognized that in- 
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telligence tests do not in them- 
selves enable us to differentiate 
safely between what is due to in- 
nate capacity and what is the result 
of environmental influences, train- 
ing and education. Wherever it has 
been possible to make allowances 
for differences in environmental 
opportunities, the tests have shown 
essential similarity in mental char- 
acters among all human groups. In 
short, given similar degrees of cul- 
tural opportunity to realize their 
potentialities, the average achieve- 
ment of the members of each eth- 
nic group is about the same. 

Two years later an equally distin- 
guished assembly of geneticists and 
physical anthropologists, also meeting 
in Paris, pointed out that: 

The scientific material available to 

us at present does not justify the 

conclusion that inherited genetic 

differences are a major factor in 

producing the differences between 

the cultures and cultural achieve- 
of different peoples or 
groups. It does indicate, on the 
contrary, that a major factor in 
explaining such differences is the 
cultural experience which each 
group has undergone. 


ments 


Scientists 


In 1953, a Statement submitted to 
the United States Supreme Court by 
more than thirty American social sci- 
entists, included the following: 


The available scientific evidence in- 
dicates that much, perhaps all, of 
the observable differences among 
various racial and national groups 
may be adequately explained in 
terms of environmental differences 
_. . . It seems clear, therefore, that 
fears based on the assumption 
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of innate racial differences in in- 
telligence are not well founded. 


These statements still stand, and in 
our judgment represent the consensus 
among experts who have studied this 
question as objectively and as scientifi- 
cally as is at present possible. We know 
of no new research which would re- 
verse these conclusions. 


Improve 


Those few specialists who take a dif- 
ferent position usually do so on two 
major grounds. The first is that Negro- 
White differences in intelligence test 
scores persist even when the two groups 
are “equated” for social and education- 
al opportunities. To this we would point 
out that such “equation” is exceedingly 
difficult to achieve, since the opportuni- 
ties related to test performance are by 
no means easy to assess in quantitative 
terms. We do know that the intelligence 
quotients of Southern Negro children 
improve markedly after a period of 
years in the schools available to them 


in New York or Philadelphia. 


In the second place, it has been ar- 
gued that the differences in I.Q. persist 
even when “noncultural questions” are 
used. We would deny the possibility of 
devising a “noncultural” test in’ the 
light of our present understanding of 
the problem. 

In the early days of testing, many 
psychologists believed that the elimina- 
tion of the handicap due to language 
was equivalent to eliminating the influ- 
ence of culture in general. One psy- 
chologist, for example, Professor Flor- 
ence L. Goodenough of the University 
of Minnesota, devised a performance 
test consisting in “Drawing a Man.” She 
regarded this test as “culture-free.” 
Many investigators have made use of 
this test, and they have been able to 
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.. . SX Feet Tall 


There is no doubt that McGurk’s “findings,” insecure as they are. 
will be used widely as a justification for opposing school desegrega- 
tion. However, it should be pointed out that except for propaganda pur- 
poses, articles of the McGurk type have no real pertinence in the pres- 
ent bitter controversy over the schools. It is the potentiality or the 
achievement of the individual that is important and not the average 
test score of the group with which he is identified. We will agree that 
the average American is taller than the average Japanese but if there 
is a Japanese individual who is six feet tall 

- no mattér what the average height for Japanese might be.—Dr. 
C. H. Parrish, professor of sociology, The University of Louisville. 


— he is still six feet tall 








demonstrate that, contrary to the earli- 
er view, the results are indeed affected 
by many aspects of previous experi- 
ence. Professor Goodenough herself has 
now recognized this fact, and very hon- 
estly and courageously points out her 
former error. Writing with Dale B. 
Harris on “Studies in the psychology 
of children’s drawings” in the Psycho- 
logical Bulletin for September, 1950, 
she expresses the opinion that: “the 
search for a culture-free test, whether of 
intelligence, artistic ability, personal- 
social characteristics, or any other 
measurable trait is illusory.” She goes 
on to state that her own earlier study 
“is certainly no exception to the rule” 
and adds, “The writer hereby apolo- 
gizes for it.” 

No one can deny that at the present 
time the intellectual achievement of 
American Negro children, particularly 
those who come from _ segregated 
schools, is lower on the average than 
that of white children, nor that a rea- 
sonable amount of time must elapse be- 
fore the gap can be closed. We would 
interpret the difference in terms of the 
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whole pattern of education opportuni- 
ties associated with the social environ- 
ment, and which may affect both the 
physical and mental development of 
the child. Even those few scholars, how- 
ever, who prefer an explanation in 
terms of race, indicate that there is 
overlapping between the two racial 
groups. Overlapping is usually defined 
technically as the percentage in one 
group which is superior in test scores 
to the median or average score ob- 
tained by the other. /n every compari- 
son with which we are familiar in this 
field there is some degree of overlap- 
ping. This means more than that some 
Negro children do better than some 
white children. It means that some Ne- 
gro children do better than the average 
White child, in spite of all the handi- 
caps to which the former have in the 
past been subjected. 

The conclusion is inescapable that 
any decision to use differences in the 
average achievement of the two racial 
groups as a basis for classifying in ad- 
vance any individual child, Negro or 
White, is scientifically unjustified. 
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Equality as a Citizen 


A group of social scientists, consultants 
to the Catholic Interracial Council of 
Chicago, (has) issued a sharp rebuke to 
Dr. Frank C. J. McGurk who said in a 
recent article that “Negroes as a group 
do not possess as much (capacity for 
education) as Whites as a group.” 


The Chicago scientists, headed by Dr. 
Charles T. O'Reilly, Director of Re- 
search at the Loyola University School 
of Social Work, pointed out that “the 
only inference to be drawn from Dr. 
McGurk’s article is that Negroes are 
mentally inferior to Whites. Social sci- 
entists generally have pointed out for 
many years now that there are no facts 
to maintain such a position. There cer- 
tainly is no generally recognized social 
scientist in the world today who main- 
tains such a position.” 

Dr. McGurk’s basic argument is that 
despite an increase in socio-economic 
opportunities, the Negro’s capacity for 
education has not improved. He rests his 
argument on six studies in which, he 
claims, Negroes of equal socio-economic 
status as that of the Whites included 
in the tests consistently averaged lower 


scores on the psychological tests than 
the Whites. 


“In examining these studies we find,” 
the Chicago group said, “that Dr. Mc- 
Gurk’s alleged social and economic 
equivalence does not stand up. As a 
matter of fact he does not use these 
studies with the caution suggested by 


the authors themselves. In a study by 
M. Bruce which McGurk claimed there 
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were “equivalent social and economic 
conditions” for Negro and White chil- 
dren, the author found that Negro chil- 
dren made lower test scores than white 
children, but pointed out “This, how- 
ever, cannot be considered proof of the 
innate inferiority of the Negro sample. 
One obvious difficulty is that the equa- 
tion of the two groups was not entirely 
valid.” 

In another study by A. Shuey of stu- 
dents from what McGurk called “identi- 
cal social and economic backgrounds” 
he failed to mention that the author 
said, “It obviously cannot be inferred 
that all environmental factors which 
conceivably might influence the mental 
test scores of college students have been 
equated in this study.” 

“It would appear that Dr. McGurk 
has taken facts out of context, ignored 
the cautions of the researchers who 
made the studies that he quotes, arrived 
at conclusions entirely unwarranted by 
the data he has used. We feel that he 
has misused the work of reputable 
scholars.” 

“Finally, we do not understand what 
bearing Dr. McGurk’s article has on 
the Supreme Court decision ruling out 
segregation of Negroes and Whites in 
the public school system. The basis for 
the Supreme Court decision was the 
equality which each American enjoys 
because he is a citizen and not because 
he has passed a certain I.Q. test, Dr. 


>. 


McGurk’s or any one else’s. 





By MARTIN DEUTSCH 





I feel that your recent article by Dr. 
McGurk requires detailed replies from 
people who are also conversant with the 
literature to which he refers and who 
have an awareness, which is not com- 
municated in the article, of the fallacies 
and fallibilities of manifest test data. 

Though I am tempted, I will not here 
discuss the many problems which exist 
in the interpretation of test results: 
many a parent is aware of all the fac- 
tors which influence test performance, 
apart from either knowledge or innate 
capacity. 

First of all, Dr. McGurk’s article re- 
in statements and _ conclusions, 
relevant to a major social problem, 
which must be regarded at best as ex- 
tremely tentative and unsubstantiated 
for the following major reasons: 


sults 


1. It is a fact in test construction 
that a group not included in the group 
against whom the test is first scaled — 
i.e., the standardization group — will 





This letter was written by Dr. Deutsch 
to the U. S. News anp WorLp REPORT 
in reply of Dr. McGurk’s article. Dr. 
Deutsch is a member of the Society for 
the Psychological Study of Social Issues. 
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The 
Validity 


of 


Test Data 


tend to receive lower scores, no matter 
whether their cultural or socio-econom- 
ic level is higher or lower. What mat- 
ters is that they are different. For ex- 
ample, rural children typically get low- 
er scores on intelligence tests. But when 
a test is constructed and standardized 
on rural children then it’s the urban 
ones who receive the lower scores. The 
Army Alpha test, on which Dr. McGurk 
bases many of his generalizations, was 
not standardized on a _ proportionate 
sample of Negro men; hence technical- 
ly this test was not valid for applica- 
tion to a Negro population. The later 
revisions of it that McGurk extensively 
uses in his analysis, in fact — after 
1918 — are valid only for a white 
male group. 

2. Dr. McGurk puts much emphasis 
on the Negro overlap of the white av- 


NOVEMBER, 1956 











However, he does not 
state the percentage of white overlap 
of white average scores; this could at 
no point be greater than 50%, due to 
the statistical derivation of a mean 
score. This considerably changes a cas- 
ual perception, usually based on 100%, 
of the meaning of the Negro overlap 
figures given. 


erage scores. 


3. The attempt to allow for socio- 
‘economic variables involves much more 
difficult and complex adjustments than 
Dr. McGurk indicates. Negro and white 
groups apparently matched for socio- 
economic status, in reality can repre- 
sent two discrepant populations. For 
example, a Negro group with all mid- 
dle-class attributes might very possibly 
have had this status for an average of 
ten years, while a white group with 
similar present status might have en- 
joyed it for an average of two genera- 
tions. In addition, especially with a Ne- 
gro population, the level of education 
of the maternal and paternal antece- 
dents can be a crucial factor in lower- 
ing Negro scholastic scores by altering 
scholastic stimulation and motivation in 
the home and family context. McGurk 
at no point indicates that these factors 
were either recognized or controlled. 


Interpretations 


4. One of the most discouraging as- 
pects of the article is the author’s dis- 
missal of 134 of 140 studies as irrele- 
vant, on one basis or another, for con- 
sideration by him, and his later failure 
to communicate to his readers that the 
vast majority of the literature is almost 
directly in opposition to his interpreta- 
tion and general position. Even his own 
results as reported in this article are 
open to other interpretations. His stat- 
ing, for instance, that in his lower socio- 
economic grouping there was no dif- 
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ference in test scores between whites 
and Negroes would in itself indicate 
that any position which suggests innate 
differences is invalid. 


Crucial Factors 


5. One of the most crucial factors 
left out of Dr. McGurk’s interpretation 
of Negro-white differential is psycho- 
logical. In a study which I will publish 
shortly it was found that Negro-white 
differences are associated with a pat- 
tern of self-denigration on the part of 
the Negro as a result of being a largely 


‘segregated individual experiencing con- 


tinual frustration and frequent humili- 
ation. This has direct effects on moti- 
vation for learning and on the psycho- 
logical health of minority group indi- 
viduals living in a society dominated by 
majority group values. The psychologi- 
cal destructiveness for the individual of 
this could be sufficient to produce the 
differentials in test results which are 
reported. It is to be hoped that effective 
integration will help to minimize these 
psychological effects. 

I have omitted many additional 
points which I would have liked to in- 
clude because of space limitations. Oth- 
er detailed criticisms of Dr. McGurk’s 
method and scientific evaluation are in- 
appropriate here. 

Considering the reasons explicitly 
discussed, Dr. McGurk’s conclusions 
must be considered to be lacking in sci- 
entific validity. 

I feel it is essential that social sci- 
entists exercise great caution in inter- 
preting public issues, as it is possible 
inadvertently to misuse scientific data 
in a manner that is inconsistent with 
the public interest, and to give the im- 
pression of a level of knowledge or a 
degree of certainty which does not 
exist in the scientific community. 
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Negroes Are Ready for Integration 


Reprinted from The Catholic Committee of the South 


The deep-rooted Southern traditions 
of kindliness, tolerance and justice are 
stronger than transient fears and sud- 
den wrath. Given time to consider quiet- 
ly the historic challenge of the United 
States Supreme Court decision on de- 
segregation in the public schools, hon- 
orable men of the South will recognize 
the Negro’s right to first class citizen- 
ship. 

The Negro is no longer the white 
man’s burden. Given the opportunity, 
he can stand on his own two feet and 
contribute notably to the prosperity and 
well-being of the New South. 

Today the South is America’s most 
dynamic economic frontier. It needs 
the Negro to realize a full measure of 
progress in a modern industrialized so- 
ciety. It is not a matter of reorganizing 
its social institutions overnight. It is 
simply a matter of obeying the basic 
impulses of decency, kindness and hon- 
orable behavior and granting the Ne- 
gro equality before the law. It is a mat- 
ter of sharing information and views 
calmly and searching for reasonable lo- 
cal adjustments to the law of the land. 

The Negro’s “readiness” for desegre- 
gation is not the issue. The Negro has 
proven that he is ready. The issue is 
simple justice. 

So far, the American Negro has pre- 
pared himself for the new freedom de- 
spite fearful odds. Rep. Emmanuel 
Celler said of the Negro in the House 


of Representatives on June 22, 1955: 
“No people in the United States have 
moved so rapidly through such mag- 
nificent achievements to meet the re- 
sponsibility and challenge its history 
has placed upon it.” 

There is, in fact, a new Negro in the 
land. He is better educated and eco- 
nomically stronger than ever before. He 
has proved beyond the shadow of a 
doubt his fitness for first class citizen- 
ship. 

Six years ago there was only one Ne- 
gro office holder in the South, only 
one Negro doctor on the staff of a gen- 
eral hospital, not a single Negro under- 
graduate in a public-supported white 
college. 

Today despite the unwillingness of 
some Southerners to meet fully and 
realistically the social and moral chal- 
lenge of the age, the Negro can exhibit 
a record of which we all can be proud. 

In 1948, only 750,000 Negroes were 
registered to vote in the Southern 
states. In 1952, the figure increased to 
1,300,000. By the end of 1956, the fig- 
ure is expected to reach 3,000,000. 

In 1951, our Negro citizens were 
spending $15 billion annually, which 
is more than the national income of 
Canada. Between 1940 and 1950, the 
average income of Negroes tripled, 
while that of white citizens increased 
only one and one-half times. 

Negroes have established themselves 
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in science, education, the arts. the mili- 
tary, religion, and sports. 

Dr. Russell Wilfred Brown has 
achieved notable recognition in the field 
of bacteriology, in addition to holding 
the directorship of the George Wash- 
ington Carver Foundation, Tuskegee 
Institute. Significant contributions in 
the field have also been made by Dr. 
Hildrus A. Poindexter, head of the De- 
partment of Bacteriology at Howard 
University. 

Dr. Ernest E. Just, also on the facul- 
ty of Howard University, was a world- 
famous authority on marine biology 


until his death in 1941. 


George Washington Carver, famous 
for his work in agricultural develop- 
ment, was easily one of the greatest 
scientists of modern times. 

Dr. Robert Percy Barnes is widely 
known as an organic chemist. 

Dr. Lloyd A. Hall, chief chemist and 
research director of Griffith’s labora- 
tories in Chicago since 1929, has made 
numerous contributions in the field of 
chemistry, holding 75 patents in the 
United States and Great Britain. 


Dr. Percy L. Julian has an outstand- 
ing reputation in industrial chemistry, 
having to his credit many innovations 
in paint compounds. He held several 
prominent positions in major universi- 
ties before becoming director of re- 
search at the Glidden Company of Chi- 
cago. 


Medicine 

In American medical circles, the 
name of Dr. Charles Richard Drew 
stands out. His greatest contribution 
had to do with the preserving of blood 
plasma for emergency transfusions dur- 
ing the war. He is Staff Director and 
Chief Surgeon of Freedman’s Hospital 
in Washington. 
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Booker T. Washington is primarily 
responsible for introducing industrial 
arts into public secondary and higher 
education curricula. His Tuskegee In- 
stitute is world-famous. 


Dr. Mordecai W. Johnson, President 
of Howard University, and Dr. Charles 
S. Johnson of Fisk, have done much to 
further progress of higher education 
among Negroes. 


Educators 


Other well known names in the field 
of education are Dr. Ambrose Caliver 
of the U. S. Office of Education; Dr. 
Charles H. Thompson, editor of the 
Journal of Negro Education; and Dr. 
Carter G. Woodson, editor of the Jour- 
nal of Negro History. 

Negro contributions in the field of 
music are well known. World-famous 
concert artists include Marian Ander- 
son, Todd Duncan, Roland Hayes, Wil- 
liam Warfield, and Leotyne Price. 

The Negro gave us jazz, America’s 
only native art form. Great Negro jazz 
artists include Louis Armstrong, Duke 
Ellington, Count Basie, Coleman Hawk- 
ins, Charlie Parker, Fats Waller, and 
Mary Lou Williams. Another Negro, 
W. C. Handy, was composer of the cele- 
brated “St. Louis Blues.” 

One of America’s great artists at the 
turn of the century was Harry C. Tan- 
ner. 


Among famous Negro artists today 
are William Edouard Scott, William M. 
Farrow, Selma Burke, Aaron Douglas, 
Hale Woodruff, Lois Mailou Jones, 
Jacob Lawrence, and Richmond Barthe. 

Negroes have compiled an outstand- 
ing military record. The 92nd infantry 
alone, which fought in the Mediter- 
ranean theater during World War II, 
received 12,096 decorations. The famed 
99th Pursuit Squadron won its reputa- 


9 








tion in Italy. Outstanding records were 
also made by the 332nd Fighter Group, 
the 477th Composite Group, and the 
553rd_ Pursuit Squadron, all Negro 
units. 

The loyalty of young Negro fighting 
men was proved in Korea, where Com- 
munists exerted their most intense ef- 
forts to win over American Negro pris- 
oners. These efforts were a spectacular 
failure and, with very few exceptions, 
Negro soldiers remained solid in their 
devotion to democracy. 

From 1900 to 1931, there were no 
Negroes in Congress. Now there are 
three — Adam Clayton Powell of New 
York, William L. Dawson of Illinois, 
and Charles C. Diggs, Jr., of Michigan. 

Other Negroes of achievement are 
William H. Hastie, Governor of the 
Virgin Islands: Eugene Kinckle Jones, 
Secretary of the National Urban 
League; Dr. Frederick D. Patterson, 
President of Tuskegee Institute. 

A Negro has won the Nobel Peace 
Prize — Dr. Ralph Bunche who has 
held many important United Nations 
posts. 


Sports 


In sports, a Negro held the world’s 
heavyweight boxing championship for 
more than 10 years — the unforgettable 
Joe Louis. Other famous boxers include 
Henry Armstrong, Ray Robinson, Ike 
Williams and Beau Jack. 

In baseball, we have Jackie Robinson, 
Roy Campanella, and Willie Mays. 

In track and field events, we have 
Jesse Owens and Ralph Metcalfe, who 
represented the United States in the 
1936 Olympic Games in Berlin, as well 
as Herbert McKenley, Alice Coachman, 
Harrison Dillard, John Borican, Archie 
Harris, and Barney Ewell. 





In football, there are Buddy Young, 
Paul Patterson, and Kenny Washington. 

The Negro people of this country 
have accepted the challenge and re- 
sponsibility and have made a record of 
which all of us are rightly proud. 


Restraint 


The Negro knows from bitter experi- 
ence that there can be neither dignity 
nor equality of opportunity in a seg- 
regated society. He knows that segre- 
gation is the badge of inferiority. Yet 
he has exercised great and admirable 
self-restraint in trying to live a normal 
life within the storms of prejudice 
around him. But one need only dig be- 
neath the surface of his patience to the 
human well-springs to find a deep dis- 
tress. 

If only to satisfy their own sense of 
morality and brotherly love, the white 
Southerners owe the Negro a debt of 
freedom. 

Mutual trust and goodwill are indis- 
pensable ingredients in every social 
adjustment. So it is with the adjustment 
to the Supreme Court’s desegregation 
decision. 

The court has not ordered immediate 
integration. In flexible terms attuned to 
varying local conditions, it has ordered 
that discrimination on account of race 
be ended in time. 

This is a time for compassion and 
understanding. This is a time for calm 
sharing of views by responsible repre- 
sentatives of both races. It is a time 
for each Southern community, working 
quietly in peace, to devise a wise, work- 
able program which all people — 
white and Negro — can accept with 
good grace. It is a time for justice, not 
injustice; for humanity, not inhumani- 
ty; for reason, not wrath. Let us an- 
swer the call of morality and duty. 
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Negro and White IQ's 


By RICHARD SPONG 


Reprinted from the Mississippi Delta Democrat-Times 


The school segregation controversy is 
reviving the Battle of the I.Q.’s. Counsel 
Gerber of a special House subcommittee 
investigating desegregation in the 
schools of the Nation’s capital cited an 
analysis of intelligence quotients for 
the third, sixth, and ninth grades in 
Washington. Gerber gave these figures: 

Third grade, predominantly white 
schools, average I. Q., 105; predom- 
inantly Negro, I. Q., 87. Sixth grade, 
white, I. Q., 111; Negro, 89. Ninth 
grade, white, 104; Negro, 87. 

But Dr. Hobart M. Corning, D. C. 
superintendent of schools, insisted that 
[.Q.’s are influenced by environmental 
conditions. He drew attention to the 
difference in economic status of the 
families of the white and Negro stu- 
dents. An earlier witness, Dr. Carl F. 
Hansen, assistant superintendent of 
schools, blamed isolation of the Negro 
schools under segregation for a “seri- 
ous retardation problem.” 

The American Anthropological Asso- 
ciation at its convention in 1938 de- 
clared: “Anthropology provides no sci- 
entific basis for discrimination against 
any people on the ground of race in- 
feriority.”” The Genetics Congress at Ed- 
inburg in 1939 adopted a manifesto as- 
serting: “There can be no valid basis 
for estimating or comparing the intrin- 
sic worth of different individuals with- 
out economic and social conditions 
which provide approximately equal op- 
portunities for all members of society.” 

The Swedish sociologist, Gunnar 
Myrdal notes: “The inference to be 
drawn (from Intelligence Quotient 
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measurements) are, on the whole, neg- 
ative as far as hereditary differences 
are concerned; it has not been possible 
to prove beyond doubt the existence of 
any differences at all in innate intelli- 
gence between American Negroes and 
whites; . . . But Myrdal declares flatly. 
“In regard to environmental factors the 
influences are, however, positive.” 

Studies of intelligence tests made on 
white and Negro troops in World War 
I were collated by Dr. Robert M. Yerk- 
ers, who found: “The better educated 
the group, the better its record on the 
intelligence examinatons; or equally 
true, the better the intelligence rating 
a group can make, the more education 
it has obtained.” Yerkes found southern 
Negroes “‘as much inferior to the north- 
ern Negroes as Negroes are inferior to 
whites.” 

The World War I Service records. 
according to Dr. Otto Klineberg of Co- 
lumbia University, show Negroes from 
Pennsylvania, New York, Illinois, and 
Ohio averaging higher in intelligence 
tests than whites from Mississippi, Ken- 
tucky, Arkansas, and Georgia. 

And President Martin D. Jenkins of 
Morgan State College, a Negro institu- 
tion in Baltimore, goes to Selective 
Service records of World War II for 
his argument. The rejection rate of 
registrants for failure to meet mini- 
mum intelligence standards in 1943, he 
notes, was higher for whites in Georgia. 
Virginia, Alabama, South Carolina, Ar- 
kansas, Texas, and North Carolina than 
for Negroes in New York, Illinois, Mas- 
sachusetts, Michigan, Indiana, and Ohio. 











The Golden Vertical Plan 


By HARRY GOLDEN 


Reprinted from the Carolina Israelite 


Those who love North Carolina will 
jump at the chance to share in the great 
responsibility now confronting our Gov- 
ernor and the members of the Special 
Session of the State Legislature, which 
will be asked to pass a series of Amend- 
ments to the State Constitution. The 
proposals submitted by Governor Hodg- 
es and his Advisory Education Com- 
mittee, include the following: (A) The 
elimination of the compulsory attend- 
ance statute “to prevent any child from 
being forced to attend a school with a 
child of another race.” (B) The estab- 
lishment of Education Expense Grants 
“For education in a private school in 
the case of a child assigned to a school 
attended by a child of another race,” 
and (C) A “uniform system of local 
option whereby a majority vote of the 
folks in a school district may suspend 
or close a school if a situation be- 
comes intolerable.” 

But suppose a Negro child applies for 
an Education Expense Grant and says 
he wants to go to the private school 
too? There are fourteen recent deci- 
sions of the Supreme Court involving 
the use of public funds, whereas there 
are only two recent decisions affecting 
the public schools. 

The Governor has said that critics of 
these proposals have not offered con- 
structive advice or alternatives. Permit 
me therefore to offer a proposal for 
the consideration of the Special Session. 

The white and Negro races stand at 
the same grocery and super market 
counters, deposit money at the same 
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bank-teller’s window, pay taxes, light 
and phone bills to the same clerks, walk 
through the same dime and department 
stores, amd stand at the same drug- 
store counter. It is only when the Ne- 
gro sits down that the folks become pan- 
icky. Now since the South is not even 
thinking of restoring vertical racial seg- 
regation, I think my plan would fulfill 
our three requirements of the moment, 
(a) Comply with the Supreme Court 
decisions, (b) save our public schools 
and (c) maintain sitting-down segre- 
gation. Now here is the Golden Vertical 
Negro Plan. Instead of all these compli- 
cated and costly proposals, all the Spe- 
cial Session needs do is pass one small 
amendment to provide only desks in all 
our public schools, no seats. The desks 
should be the stand-up type, like the 
old-fashioned bookkeeping desk. Since 
no one in the South pays the slightest 
attention to a Vertical Negro, this would 
solve our problem completely. And it 
should be no great inconvenience for 
young people to stand up in their class- 
rooms. In fact this may be a blessing 
in disguise. They are not learning to 
read, sitting-down, anyway, perhaps 
standing up will help. This will save 
more millions of dollars in the cost of 
our “Remedial English” courses when 
the kids enter college. In every direc- 
tion the Golden Vertical Negro Plan 
will save millions of dollars, and forever 
eliminate any danger to our public edu- 
cation system, upon which rests the des- 
tiny, the hopes, and the happiness of 
this society. 
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... Unquote 


Noteworthy quotes from the press and periodicals 


“Since the United States Supreme Court’s 
decision on May 17, 1954, the importance of 
our attitudes toward people of other races has 
become starkly evident. These attitudes, in the 
last analysis, are based on the ethical, or 
moral and social values of the individuals and 
groups proclaiming them. The principles and 
moral commitments of democracy must be of 
utmost importance to every teacher and school 
system in our country, and each individual 
concerned must assume responsibility for act- 
ing upon and living out these principles. We 
must be able to face social and moral prob- 
lems and deal with them objectively and real- 
*istically if civilization as we know it today is 
to survive.”"—Mary Elizabeth Reuter, teacher 
at Nicholas Finzer School, Louisville, Ken- 
tucky. 


“Public institutions cannot be kept segre- 
gated through indirection and ingenuity. That 
is the clear meaning of the refusal of the Su- 
preme Court to review a lower court deci- 
sion in the Virginia Seashore State Park case 
(Virginia officials learned they could not 
maintain segregated public parks by leasing 
them to private operators) . . . If the principle 
involved is applicable to public parks and 
recreational centers, which are attended by 
voluntary choice, it applies with even greater 
force to public schools which are attended 
under compulsion or necessity . . . However 
unpopular this position of the court may be 
in the South, . . . (it) should prevent abortive 
and futile attempts to transform public schools 
into nominally private institutions."-—From an 
editorial in the Winston-Salem, North Caro- 
lina, Sentinel. 


“He (the Negro) is a human being made in 
the image of God. The inexperienced eye 
would not realize the value of a diamond if 
he saw it in the rough, and would not offer 
you a dollar for one as large as a marble. And, 
yet, when the same diamond is properly cut 
and polished, it will bring a fortune. The same 
is true with minds and hearts, darkened by 
prejudice, they do not see the value of another 
race of human beings that live among us. 
They are as capable as any of us of reaching 
the highest."—The Reverend Clyde Gordon, 
pastor of the First Baptist Church, Poplar- 
ville, Mississippi. 


A a a 


“A letter from an able and consecrated 
Brooklyn clergyman says that Presbyterians 
are ‘moving in the direction of integration.” 
Perhaps so, but at a snail’s pace. Even in the 
Nation’s capital it is a rare thing to see a 
Negro in a white church. This much must be 
said for Brooklyn: Among the very best play- 
ers on the Dodgers baseball team are Jackie 
Robinson and Don Newcombe, both Negroes. 
Perhaps baseball will yet lead Presbyterians 
toward integration.”"—Wilbur La Roe in the 
Presbyterian Outlook. 
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“We can no longer deny the fact that seg- 
regation in education is inherently unequal — 
our Supreme Court has advised us on that 
point. We can no longer deny that segregation 
based on race is immoral — our Archbishop 
has made that point very clear. From now on, 
a teacher who continues to believe in segre- 
gation continues also to be satisfied with medi- 
ocre education, mediocre democracy, mediocre 
Christianity.”"—Betty Jean  Brocato, Holy 
Name of Jesus School, New Orleans, Louisi- 
ana. 
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